
Day 20 - APUSH 

Directions: -In groups students read and translate one of the British Parliamentary Acts that aggravated the 

colonies in the period from 1733 to 1775 and place it on a timeline 

  

Translations should include: 

-Britain's goal/motivation 

-Impact of the colonies, economic and/or political 

-Expected colonial response with explanation  

  

 -Students explain their act to class while classmates add the information to a timeline 

QUARTERING ACT II 

March 24, 1765  

AN ACT to amend and render more effectual, in his Majesty's dominions in America, an act passed in 
this present session of parliament, intituled, An act for punishing mutiny and desertion, and for the 
better payment of the army and their quarters. 

WHEREAS ... [by the Mutiny Act of 1765] ... several regulations are made and enacted for the better 
government of the army, and their observing strict discipline, and for providing quarters for the army, 
and carriages on marches and other necessary occasions, and inflicting penalties on offenders 
against the same act, and for many other good purposes therein mentioned; but the same may not be 
sufficient for the forces that may be employed in his Majesty's dominions in America: and whereas, 
during the continuance of the said act, there may be occasion for marching and quartering of 
regiments and companies of his Majesty's forces in several parts of his Majesty's dominions in 
America: and whereas the publick houses and barracks, in his Majesty's dominions in America, may 
not be sufficient to supply quarters for such forces: and whereas it is expedient and necessary that 
carriages and other conveniences, upon the march of troops in his Majesty's dominions in America, 
should be supplied for that purpose: be it enacted ..., 

That for and during the continuance of this act, and no longer, it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
constables, tithingmen, magistrates, and other civil officers of villages, towns, townships, cities, 
districts, and other places, within his Majesty's dominions in America, and in their default or absence, 
for any one justice of the peace inhabiting in or near any such village, township, city, district or place, 
and for no others; and such constables ... and other civil officers as aforesaid, are hereby required to 
billet and quarter the officers and soldiers, in his Majesty's service, in the barracks provided by the 
colonies; and if there shall not be sufficient room in the said barracks for the officers and soldiers, 
then and in such case only, to quarter and billet the residue of such officers and soldiers for whom 
there shall not be room in such barracks, in inns, livery stables, ale houses, victuallinghouses, and 
the houses of sellers of wine by retail to be drank in their own houses or places thereunto belonging, 
and all houses of persons selling of rum, brandy, strong water, cyder or metheglin, by retail, to be 
drank in houses; and in case there shall not be sufficient room for the officers and soldiers in such 
barracks, inns, victualling and other publick ale houses, that in such and no other case, and upon no 
other account, it shall and may be lawful for the governor and council of each respective province in 
his Majesty's dominions in America, to authorize and appoint, and they are hereby directed and 
impowered to authorize and appoint, such proper person or persons as they shall think fit, to take, 
hire and make fit, and, in default of the said governor and council appointing and authorizing such 
person or persons, or in default of such person or persons so appointed neglecting or refusing to do 



their duty, in that case it shall and may be lawful for any two or more of his Majesty's justices of the 
peace in or near the said villages, towns, townships, cities, districts, and other places, and they are 
hereby required to take, hire and make fit for the reception of his Majesty's forces, such and so many 
uninhabited houses, outhouses, barns, or other buildings, as shall be necessary, to quarter therein 
the residue of such officers and soldiers for whom there should not be room in such barracks and 
publick houses as aforesaid.... 

II. And it is hereby declared and enacted, That there shall be no more billets at any time ordered, than 
there are effective soldiers present to be quartered therein: and in order that this service may be 
effectually provided for, the commander in chief in America, or other officer under whose orders any 
regiment or company shall march, shall, from time to time, give ... as early notice as conveniently may 
be, in writing, signed by such commander or officer of their march, specifying their numbers and time 
of marching as near as may be, to the respective governors of each province through which they are 
to march.... 

III. [Military officers taking upon themselves to quarter soldiers contrary to this act, or using any 
menace to a civil officer to deter them from their duty, to be cashiered. Persons aggrieved by being 
quartered on may complain to the justices, and be relieved.] 

V. Provided nevertheless, and it is hereby enacted, That the officers and soldiers so quartered and 
billeted as aforesaid (except such as shall be quartered in the barracks, and hired uninhabited 
houses, or other buildings as aforesaid) shall be received and furnished with diet, and small beer, 
cyder, or rum mixed with water, by the owners of the inns, livery stables, alehouses, 
victuallinghouses, and other houses in which they are allowed to be quartered and billeted by this act; 
paying and allowing for the same the several rates herein after mentioned to be payable, out of the 
subsistence money, for diet and small beer, cyder, or rum mixed with water. 

VI. Provided always, That in case any innholder, or other person, on whom any non commission 
officers or private men shall be quartered by virtue of this act, ... (except on a march, or employed in 
recruiting, and likewise except the recruits by them raised, for the space of seven days at most, for 
such non commission officers and soldiers who are recruiting, and recruits by them raised) shall be 
desirous to furnish such noncommission officers or soldiers with candles, vinegar, and salt, and with 
small beer or cyder, not exceeding five pints, or half a pint of rum mixed with a quart of water, for 
each man per diem, gratis, and allow to such noncommission officers or soldiers the use of fire, and 
the necessary utensils for dressing and eating their meat, and shall give notice of such his desire to 
the commanding officer, and shall furnish and allow the same accordingly; then ... the non 
commission officers and soldiers so quartered shall provide their own victuals; and the officer to 
whom it belongs to receive, or that actually does receive, the pay and subsistence of such non 
commission officers and soldiers, shall pay the several sums herein after mentioned to be payable, 
out of the subsistence money, for diet and small beer, to the non commission officers and soldiers 
aforesaid.... 

VII. And whereas there are several barracks in several places in his Majesty's said dominions in 
America, or some of them, provided by the colonies, for the lodging and covering of soldiers in lieu of 
quarters, for the ease and conveniency as well of the inhabitants of and in such colonies, as of the 
soldiers; it is hereby further enacted, That all such officers and soldiers, so put and placed in such 
barracks, or in hired uninhabited houses, outhouses, barns, or other buildings, shall, from time to 
time, be furnished and supplied there by the persons to be authorized or appointed for that purpose 
by the governor and council of each respective province, or upon neglect or refusal of such governor 
and council in any province, then by two or more justices of the peace residing in or near such place, 
with fire, candles, vinegar, and salt, bedding, utensils for dressing their victuals, and small beer or 



cyder, not exceeding five pints, or half a pint of rum mixed with a quart of water, to each man, without 
paying any thing for the same.... 

XXX. And be it further enacted ... That this act ... shall continue and be in force in all his Majesty's 
dominions in America from [March 24, 1765] until [March 24, 1767]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE BOSTON PORT ACT: 

March 31, 1774 

AN ACT to discontinue, in such manner, and for or such time as are therein mentioned, the landing 
and discharging, lading or shipping, of goods, wares, and merchandise, at the town, and within the 
harbour, of Boston, in the province of Massachuset's Bay, in North America. 

WHEREAS dangerous commotions and insurrections have been fomented and raised in the town of 
Boston, in the province of Massachuset's Bay, in New England, by divers ill affected persons, to the 
subversion of his Majesty's government, and to the utter destruction of the publick peace, and good 
order of the said town; in which commotions and insurrections certain valuable cargoes of teas, being 
the property of the East India Company, and on board certain' vessels Iying within the bay or harbour 
of Boston, were seized and destroyed:  

And whereas, in the present condition of the said town and harbour, the commerce of his Majesty's 
subjects cannot be safely carried on there, nor the customs payable to his Majesty duly collected; and 
it is therefore expedient that the officers of his Majesty's customs should be forthwith removed from 
the said town:  

...be it enacted ..., That from and after June 1, 1774, it shall not be lawful for any person or persons 
whatsoever to lade, put, or cause to procure to be laden or put, off or from any quay, wharf, or other 
place, within the said town of Boston, or in or upon any part of the shore of the bay, commonly called 
The Harbour of Boston, between a certain headland or point called Nahant Point, on the eastern side 
of the entrance into the said bay, and a certain other headland or point called Alderton Point, on the 
western side of the entrance into the said bay, or in or upon any island, creek, landing place, bank, or 
other place, within the said bay or headlands, into any ship, vessel, lighter, boat, or bottom, any 
goods, wares, or merchandise whatsoever, to be transported or carried into any other country, 
province, or place whatsoever, or into any other part of the said province of the Massachuset's Bay, in 
New England; or to take up, discharge, or lay on land, ... within the said town, or in or upon any of the 
places aforesaid, out of any boat, ... any goods, wares, or merchandise whatsoever, to be brought 
from any other country, province, or place, or any other part of the said province of the Massachuset's 
Bay in New England, upon pain of the forfeiture of the said goods, ... merchandise, and of the said 
boat, ... and of the guns, ammunition, tackle, furniture, and stores, in or belonging to the same: And if 
any such goods, ... shall, within the said town, or in any the places aforesaid, be laden or taken in 
from the shore into any barge, ... to be carried on board any ship or vessel outward bound to any 
other country or province, ... or to be laden into such barge, ... from or out of any ship or vessel 
coming in ... from any other country, such barge, ... shall be forfeited and lost.... 

X. Provided also, and it is hereby declared and enacted, That nothing herein contained shall extend, 
or be construed, to enable his Majesty to appoint such port, harbour, creeks, quays, wharfs, places, 
or officers, in the said town of Boston, or in the said bay or islands, until it shall sufficiently appear to 
his Majesty that full satisfaction hath been made by or on behalf of the inhabitants of the said town of 
Boston to the united company of merchants of England trading to the East Indies, for the damage 
sustained by the said company by the destruction of their goods sent to the said town of Boston, on 
board certain ships or vessels as aforesaid; and until it shall be certified to his Majesty, in council, by 
the governor, or lieutenant governor, of the said province, that reasonable satisfaction hath been 
made to the officers of his Majesty's revenue, and others, who suffered by the riots and insurrections 
above mentioned, in the months of November and December, in the year one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy three, and in the month of January, in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy four. 



NEW YORK SUSPENDING ACT                           

July 2, 1767 

WHEREAS an act of parliament was made in the fifth year of his present Majesty’s reign, intituled, An act to 

amend and render more effectual, in his Majesty’s dominions in America, an act passed in this present session 

of parliament, intituled, An act for punishing mutiny and desertion, and for the better payment of the army and 

their quarters; wherein several directions were given, and rules and regulations established and appointed, for 

the supplyinh his Majesty’s troops, in the British dominions in America, with such necessaries as are in the said 

act mentioned during the continuance thereof…and whereas the house of representatives of his Majesy’s 

province of New York in America have, in direct disobedience of the authority of the British legislature, 

refused to make provision for supplying the necessaries and in the manner required by the said act; and an act 

of assembly hath been passed, within the said province, for furnishing the barracks in the cities of New York 

and Albany with firewood and candles, and the other necessaries therein mentioned, for his Majesty’s forces, 

inconsistent with the provisions, and in opposition to the directions, of the said act of parliament That from and 

after the first day of October, one thousand seven hundred and sixty seven, until provision shall have been made 

by the said assembly of New York for furnishing his Majesty’s troops within the said province with all such 

necessaries as are required by the said acts of parliament, or any of them, to be furnished for such troops, it shall 

not be lawful for the governor, lieutenant governor, or person presiding or acting as governor or commander in 

chief, or for the council for the time being, within the colony, plantation, or province, of New York in America, 

to pass, or give his or their assent to, or concurrence in, the making or passing of any act of assembly; or his or 

their assent to any order, resolution, or vote, in concurrence with the house of representatives for the time being 

within the said colony, plantation, or province; or for the said house of representatives to pass or make any bill, 

order, resolution, or vote, (orders, resolutions, or votes, for adjourning such house only, excepted) of any kind, 

for any other purpose whatsoever; and that all acts of assembly, orders, resolutions, and votes whatsoever, 

which shall or may be passed, assented to, or made, contrary to the tenor and meaning of this act, after the said 

first day of October, one thousand seven hundred and sixty seven, within the said colony, plantation, or 

province, before and until provision shall have been made for supplying his Majesty’s troops with necessaries 

as aforesaid, shall be, and are hereby declared to be, null and void, and of no force or effect whatsoever. 

II. Provided nevertheless, and it is hereby declared to be the true intent and meaning of this act, That nothing 

before contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to hinder, prevent, or invalidate, the choice, election, 

or approbation, of a speaker of the house of representatives for the time being within the said colony, plantation, 

or province. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE TOWNSHEND REVENUE ACT 

June 29, 1767 

AN ACT for granting certain duties in the British colonies and plantations in America; for allowing a drawback 

of the duties of customs upon the exportation from this kingdom, of coffee and cocoa nuts of the produce of the 

said colonies or plantations; for discontinuing the drawbacks payable on china earthen ware exported to 

America; and for more effectually preventing the clandestine running of goods in the said colonies and 

plantations. 

WHEREAS it is expedient that a revenue should be raised, in your Majesty's dominions in America, for making 

a more certain and adequate provision for defraying the charge of the administration of justice, and the support 

of civil government, in such provinces as it shall be found necessary; and towards further defraying the 

expenses of defending, protecting and securing the said dominions; ... be it enacted.... That from and after the 

twentieth day of November, one thousand seven hundred and sixty seven, there shall be raised, levied, 

collected, and paid, unto his Majesty, his heirs, and successors, for upon and the respective Goods here in after 

mentioned, which shall be imported from Great Britain into any colony or plantation in America which now is 

or hereafter may be, under the dominion of his Majesty, his heirs, or successors, the several Rates and Duties 

following; that is to say, 

For every hundredweight avoirdupois of crown, plate, flint, and white glass, four shillings and eight pence. 

For every hundred weight avoirdupois of red lead, two shillings. 

For every hundred weight avoirdupois of green glass, one shilling and two pence. 

For every hundred weight avoirdupois of white lead, two shillings. 

For every hundred weight avoirdupois of painters colours, two shillings. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of tea, three pence. 

For every ream of paper, usually called or known by the name of Atlas fine, twelve shillings. ... 

IV 

...and that all the monies that shall arise by the said duties (except the necessary charges of raising, collecting, 

levying, recovering, answering, paying, and accounting for the same) shall be applied, in the first place, in such 

manner as is herein after mentioned, in making a more certain and adequate provision for the charge of the 

administration of justice, and the support of civil government in such of the said colonies and plantations where 

it shall be found necessary; and that the residue of such duties shall be payed into the receipt of his Majesty's 

exchequer, and shall be entered separate and apart from all other monies paid or payable to his Majesty ...; and 

shall be there reserved, to be from time to time disposed of by parliament towards defraying the necessary 

expense of defending, protecting, and securing, the British colonies and plantations in America. 

V 

And be it further enacted ..., That his Majesty and his successors shall be, and are hereby, impowered, from time 

to time, by any warrant or warrants under his or their royal sign manual or sign manuals, countersigned by the 

high treasurer, or any three or more of the commissioners of the treasury for the time being, to cause such 

monies to be applied, out of the produce of the duties granted by this act, as his Majesty, or his successors, shall 



think proper or necessary, for defraying the charges of the administration of justice, and the support of the civil 

government, within all or any of the said colonies or plantations.... 

X 

And whereas by an act of parliament made in the fourteenth year of the reign of King Charles the Second, 

intituled, An act for preventing frauds, and regulating abuses, in his Majesty's customs, and several other acts 

now in force, it is lawful for any officer of his Majesty's customs, authorized by writ of assistance under the seal 

of his Majesty's court of exchequer, to take a constable, headborough, or other public officer inhabiting near 

unto the place, and in the daytime to enter and go into any house, shop cellar, warehouse, or room or other place 

and, in case of resistance, to break open doors, chests, trunks, and other pakage there, to seize, and from thence 

to bring, any kind of goods or merchandise whatsoever prohibited or uncustomed, and to put and secure the 

same in his Majesty's storehouse next to the place where such seizure shall be made; and whereas by an act 

made in the seventh and eighth years of the reign of King William the Third, intituled An act for preventing 

frauds, and regulating abuses, in the plantation trade, it is, amongst otherthings, enacted, that the officers for 

collecting and managing his Majesty's revenue, and inspecting the plantation trade, in America, shall have the 

same powers and authorities to enter houses or warehouses, to search or seize goods prohibited to be imported 

or exported into or out of any of the said plantations, or for which any duties are payable, or ought to have been 

paid; and that the like assistance shall be given to the said officers in the execution of their office, as, by the said 

recited act of the fourteenth year of King Charles the Second, is provided for the officers of England: but, no 

authority being expressly given by the said act, made in the seventh and eighth years of the reign of King 

William the Third, to any particular court to grant such writs of assistance for the officers of the customs in the 

said plantations, it is doubted whether such officers can legally enter houses and other places on land, to search 

for and seize goods, in the manner directed by the said recited acts: To obviate which doubts for the future, and 

in order to carry the intention of the said recited acts into effectual execution, be it enacted ..., That from and 

after the said twentieth day of November, one thousand seven hundred and sixty seven, such writs of assistance, 

to authorize and impower the officers of his Majesty's customs to enter and go into any house, warehouse, shop, 

cellar, or other place, in the British colonies or plantations in America, to search for and seize prohibited and 

uncustomed goods, in the manner directed by the said recited acts, shall and may be granted by the said superior 

or supreme court of justice having jurisdiction within such colony or plantation respectively... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Tea Act, British Parliament 

April 27, 1773 

An act to allow a drawback of the duties of customs on the exportation of tea to any of his Majesty's colonies or 

plantations in America; to increase the deposit on bohea tea to be sold at the India Company's sales; and to 

impower the commissioners of the treasury to grant licences to the East India Company to export tea duty-free. 

WHEREAS by an act, made in the twelfth year of his present Majesty's reign, (intituled, An act for 

granting a drawback of part of the customs upon the exportation of tea to Ireland, and the British 

dominions in America; for altering the drawback upon foreign sugars exported from Great Britain to 

Ireland; for continuing the bounty on the exportation of British-made cordage; for allowing the 

importation of rice from the British plantations into the ports of Bristol, Liverpoole, Lancaster, and 

Whitehaven, for immediate exportation to foreign parts; and to impower the chief magistrate of any 

corporation to administer the oath, and grant the certificate required by law, upon the removal of certain 

goods to London, which have been sent into the country for sale;) it is amongst other things, enacted, 

That for and during the space of five years, to be computed from and after the fifth day of July, one 

thousand seven hundred and seventy-two, there shall be drawn back and allowed for all teas which shall 

be sold after the said fifth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-two, at the publick sale 

of the united company of merchants of England trading to the East Indies, or which after that time shall 

be imported, by licence, in pursuance of the said therein and hereinafter mentioned act, made in the 

eighteenth year of the reign of his late majesty King George the Second, and which shall be exported 

from this kingdom, as merchandise, to Ireland, or any of the British colonies or plantations in America, 

three-fifth parts of the several duties of customs which were paid upon the importation of such teas; 

which drawback or allowance, with respect to such teas as shall be exported to Ireland, shall be made to 

the exporter, in such manner, and under such rules, regulations, securities, penalties, and forfeitures, as 

any drawback or allowance was then payable, out of the duty of customs upon the exportation of foreign 

goods to Ireland; and with respect to such teas as shall be exported to the British colonies and 

plantations in America, the said dreawback or allowance shall be made in such manner, and under such 

rules, regulations, penalties, and forfeitures, as any drawback or allowance payable out of the duty of 

customs upon foreign goods exported to foreign parts, was could, or might be made, before the passing 

of the said act of the twelfth year of his present Majesty's reign, (except in such cases as are otherwise 

therein provided for:) and whereas it may tend to the benefit and advantage of the trade of the said 

united company of merchants of England trading to the East Indies, if the allowance of the drawback of 

the duties of customs upon all teas sold at the publick sales of the said united company, after the tenth 

day of May, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-three, and which shall be exported from this 

kingdom, as merchandise, to any of the British colonies or plantations in America, were to extend to the 

whole of the said duties of customs payable upon the importation of such teas; may it therefore please 

your Majesty that it may be enacted; and be it enacted by the King's most excellent majesty, by and with 

the advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present parliament 

assembled, and by the authority of the same, That there shall be drawn back and allowed for all teas, 

which, from and after the tenth day of May, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-three, shall be sold 

at the publick sales of the said united company, or which shall be imported by licence, in pursuance of 

the said act made in the eighteenth year of the reign of his late majesty King George the Second, and 

which shall, at any time hereafter, be exported from this kingdom, as merchandise, to any of the British 

colonies or plantations in America, the whole of the duties of customs payable upon the importation of 

such teas; which drawback or allowance shall be made to the exporter in such manner, and under such 

rules, regulations, and securities, and subject to the like penalties and forfeitures, as the former drawback 

or allowance granted by the said recited act of the twelfth year of his present Majesty's reign, upon tea 

exported to the said British colonies and plantations in America was, might, or could be made, and was 

subject to by the said recited act, or any other act of parliament now in force, in as full and ample 



manner, to all intents and purposes, as if the several clauses relative thereto were again repeated and re-

enacted in this present act. 

II. And whereas by one other act made in the eighteenth year of the reign of his late majesty King George 

the Second, (intituled, An act for repealing the present inland duty of four shillings per pound weight 

upon all tea sold in Great Britain; and for granting to his Majesty certain other inland duties in lieu 

thereof; and for better securing the duty upon tea, and other duties of excise; and for pursuing offenders 

out of one county into another,) it is, amongst other things, enacted, That every person who shall, at any 

publick sale of tea made by the united company of merchants of England trading to the East Indies, be 

declared to be the best bidder for any lot or lots of tea, shall, within three days after being so declared 

the best bidder or bidders for the same, deposit with the said united company, or such clerk or officer as 

the said company shall appoint to receive the same, forty shillings for every tub and for every chest of 

tea; and in case any such person or persons shall refuse or neglect to make such deposit within the time 

before limited, he, she, or they, shall forfeit and lose six times the value of such deposit directed to be 

made as aforesaid, to be recovered by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in any of his Majesty's 

courts of record at Westminster, in which no essoin, protection, or wager of law, or more than one 

imparlance, shall be allowed; one moiety of which forfeiture shall go to his Majesty, his heirs and 

successors, and the other moiety to such person as shall sue or prosecute for the same; and the sale of all 

teas, for which such deposit shall be neglected to be made as aforesaid, is thereby declared to be null and 

void, and such teas shall be again put up by the said united company to publick sale, within fourteen 

days after the end of the sale of teas at which such teas were sold; and all and every buyer or buyers, 

who shall have neglected to make such deposit as aforesaid, shall be, and is and are thereby rendered 

incapable of bidding for or buying any teas at any future publick sale of the said united company: and 

whereas it is found to be expedient and necessary to increase the deposit to be made by any bidder or 

bidders for any lot or lots of bohea teas, at the publick sales of teas to be made by the said united 

company; be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every person who shall, after the tenth day of 

May, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-three, at any publick sale of tea to be made by the said 

united company of merchants of England trading to the East Indies, be declared to be the best bidder or 

bidders for any lot or lots of bohea tea, shall, within three days after being so declared the best bidder or 

bidders for the same, deposit with the said united company, or such clerk or officer as the said united 

company shall appoint to receive the same, four pounds of lawful money of Great Britain for every tub 

and for every chest of bohea tea, under the same terms and conditions, and subject to the same 

forfeitures, penalties, and regulations, as are mentioned and contained in the said recited act of the 

eighteenth year of the reign of his said late Majesty.  

III. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful for the 

commissioners of his Majesty's treasury, or any three or more of them, or for the high treasurer for the 

time being, upon application made to them by the said united company of merchants of England trading 

to the East Indies for that purpose, to grant a licence or licences to the said united company, to take out 

of their warehouses, without the same having been put up to sale, and to export to any of the British 

plantations in America, or to any parts beyond the seas, such quantity or quantities of tea as the said 

commissioners of his Majesty's treasury, or any three or more of them, or the high treasurer for the time 

being, shall think proper and expedient, without incurring any penalty or forfeiture for so doing; any 

thing in the said in part recited act, or any other law, to the contrary notwithstanding.  

IV. And whereas by an act made in the ninth and tenth years of the reign of King William the Third, 

(intituled, An act for raising a sum not exceeding two millions, upon a fund, for payment of annuities, 

after the rate of eight pounds per centum per annum; and for settling the trade to the East Indies,) and by 

several other acts of parliament which are now in force, the said united company of merchants of 

England trading to the East Indies are obliged to give security, under their common seal, for payment of 

the duties of customs upon all unrated goods imported by them, so soon as the same shall be sold; and 

for exposing such goods to sale, openly and fairly, by way of auction, or by inch of candle, within the 

space of three years from the importation thereof: and whereas it is expedient that some provision should 

be made to permit the said company, in certain cases, to export tea, on their own account, to the British 



plantations in America, or to foreign parts, without exposing such tea, to sale here, or being charged 

with the payment of any duty for the same; be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from 

and after the passing of this act, it shall and may be lawful for the commissioners of his Majesty's 

treasury, or any three or more of them, or the high treasurer for the time being, to grant a licence or 

quantity of licences to the said united company, to take out of their warehouses such quantity or 

quantities of tea as the said commissioners of the treasury, or any three or more of them, or the high 

treasurer for the time being, shall think proper, without the same having been exposed to sale in this 

kingdom; and to export such tea to any of the British colonies or plantations in America, or to foreign 

parts, discharged from the payment of any customs or duties whatsoever; any thing in the said recited 

act, or any other act to the contrary notwithstanding.  

V. Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a due entry shall be 

made at the custom-house, of all such tea so exported by licence, as aforesaid, expressing the quantities 

thereof, at what time imported, and by what ship; and such tea shall be shipped for exportation by the 

proper officer for that purpose, and shall, in all other respects, not altered by this act, be liable to the 

same rules, regulations, restrictions, securities, penalties, and forfeitures, as tea penalties, &c. exported 

to the like places was liable to before the passing this act: and upon the proper officer's duty, certifying 

the shipping of such tea to the collector and comptroller of his Majesty's customs for the port of London, 

upon the back of the licence, and the exportation thereof, verified by the oath of the husband or agent for 

the said united company, to be wrote at the bottom of such certificate, and sworn before the said 

collector and comptroller of the customs, (which oath they are hereby impowered to administer,) it shall 

and may be lawful for such collector and comptroller to write off and discharge the quantity of tea so 

exported from the warrant of the respective ship in which such tea was imported.  

VI. Provided nevertheless, That no such licence shall be granted, unless it shall first be made to appear to the 

satisfaction of the commissioners of his Majesty's treasury, or any three or more of them, or the high 

treasurer for the time being, that at the time of taking out such teas, for the exportation of which licence 

or licences shall be granted, there will be left remaining in the warehouses of the said united company, a 

quantity of tea not less than ten millions of pounds weight; any thing herein, or in any other act of 

parliament, contained to the contrary thereof notwithstanding.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND QUARTERING ACT  

June 2, 1774 

VII. WHEREAS DOUBTS HAVE BEEN ENTERTAINED whether troops can be quartered otherwise than 

in barracks, in case barracks have been provided sufficient for the quartering of all the officers and 

soldiers within any town, township, city, district, or place within His Majesty's dominions inNorth 

America; and whereas it may frequently happen from the situation of such barracks that, if troops should 

be quartered therein they would not be stationed where their presence may be necessary and required be 

it therefore enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 

Lords ... and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled ... 

VIII. that, in such cases, it shall and may be lawful for the persons who now are, or may be hereafter, 

authorized by law, in any of the provinces within His Majesty's dominions in North America, and they 

are hereby respectively authorized, empowered, and directed, on the requisition of the officer who, for 

the time being, has the command of His Majesty's forces in North America, to cause any officers or 

soldiers in His Majesty's service to be quartered and billeted in such manner as is now directed by law 

where no barracks are provided by the colonies. 

IX. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid that, if it shall happen at any time that any officers 

or soldiers in H is Majesty's service shall remain within any of the said colonies without quarters for the 

space of twenty four hours after such quarters shall have been demanded, it shall and may be lawful for 

the governor of the province to order and direct such and so many uninhabited houses, outhouses, barns, 

or other buildings as he shall think necessary to be taken (making a reasonable allowance for the same) 

and make fit for the reception of such officers and soldiers, and to put and quarter such officers and 

soldiers therein for such time as he shall think proper. 

X. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid that this act, and everything herein contained, 

shall continue and be in force in all His Majesty's dominions in North America, until March 24, 1776. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Stamp Act 

March 22, 1765 

AN ACT for granting and applying certain stamp duties, and other duties, in the British colonies and plantations 

in America, towards further defraying the expenses of defending, protecting, and securing the same; and for 

amending such parts of the several acts of parliament relating to the trade and revenues of the said colonies and 

plantations, as direct the manner of determining and recovering the penalties and forfeitures therein mentioned. 

WHEREAS, by an act made in the last session of Parliament several duties were granted, continued, and 

appropriated toward defraying the expenses of defending, protecting, and securing the British colonies and 

plantations in America; and whereas it is just and necessary that provision be made for raising a further revenue 

within your majesty's dominions in America toward defraying the said expenses; we, your majesty's most 

dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament assembled, have therefore resolved to 

give and grant unto your majesty the several rates and duties hereinafter mentioned; and do humbly beseech 

your majesty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the king's most excellent majesty, by and with the 

advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 

and by the authority of the same, that from and after the first day of November, one thousand seven hundred 

and sixty five, there shall be raised, levied, collected, and paid unto his majesty, his heirs, and successors, 

throughout the colonies and plantations in America, which now are, or hereafter may be, under the dominion of 

his majesty, his heirs and successors: 

1. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any declaration, plea, replication, rejoinder, demurrer or other pleading, or any copy 

thereof; in any court of law within the British colonies and plantations in America, a stamp duty of three 

pence.  

2. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any special bail, and appearance upon such bail in any such court, a stamp duty of 

two shillings.  

3. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which may be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any petition, bill, answer, claim, plea, replication, rejoinder, demurrer, or other 

pleading, in any court of chancery or equity within the said colonies and plantations, a stamp duty of one 

shilling and six pence.  

4. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any copy of any position, bill, answer, claim, plea, replication, rejoinder, demurrer, 

or other pleading in any such court, a stamp duty of three pence.  

5. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any monition, libel, answer, allegation, inventory, or renunciation in ecclesiastical 

matters, in any court of probate court of the ordinary, or other court exercising ecclesiastical jurisdiction 

within the said colonies and plantations, a stamp duty of one shilling.  

6. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any copy of any will (other than the probate thereof) monition, libel, answer, 

allegation, inventory, or renunciation in ecclesiastical matters, in any such court, a stamp duty of six 

pence.  

7. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any donation, presentation, collation or institution, of or to any benefice, or any writ 

or instrument for the like purpose, or any register, entry, testimonial, or certificate of any degree taken in 

any university, academy, college, or seminary of learning within the said colonies and plantations, a 

stamp duty of two pounds.  

8. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any monition, libel, claim, answer, allegation, information, letter of request, 



execution, renunciation, inventory, or other pleading, in any admiralty court, within the said colonies 

and plantations, a stamp duty of one shilling.  

9. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which any copy of any 

such monition, libel, claim, answer, allegation, information, letter of request, execution, renunciation, 

inventory, or other pleading shall be engrossed, written, or printed, a stamp duty of six pence.  

10. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any appeal, writ of error, writ of dower, ad quod damnum, certiorari, statute 

merchant, statute staple, attestation, or certificate, by any officer, or exemplification of any record or 

proceeding, in any court whatsoever, within the said colonies and plantations (except appeals, writs of 

error, certiorari attestations, certificates, and exemplifications, for, or relating to the removal of any 

proceedings from before a single justice of the peace), a stamp duty of ten shillings.  

11. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any writ of covenant for levying fines, writ of entry for suffering a common 

recovery, or attachment issuing out of, or returnable into, any court within the said colonies and 

plantations, a stamp duty of five shillings.  

12. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any judgment, decree, sentence, or dismission or any record of nisi prius or postea, 

in any court within the said colonies and plantations, a stamp duty of four shillings.  

13. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any affidavit, common bail, or appearance, interrogatory, deposition, rule, order or 

warrant of any court, or any dedimus potestatem, capias subpoena, summons, compulsory citation, 

commission, recognizance, or any other writ, process, or mandate, issuing out of, or returnable into, any 

court, or any office belonging thereto, or any other proceeding therein whatsoever, or any copy thereof, 

or of any record not herein before charged, within the said colonies and plantations (except warrants 

relating to criminal matters, and proceedings thereon, or relating thereto), a stamp duty of one shilling.  

14. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any note or bill of lading, which shall be signed for any kind of goods, wares, or 

merchandise, to be exported from, or any cocket or clearance granted within the said colonies and 

plantations, a stamp duty of four pence.  

15. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, letters of mart or commission for private ships of war, within the said colonies and 

plantations, a stamp duty of twenty shillings.  

16. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any grant, appointment, or admission of, or to, any public beneficial office or 

employment, for the space of one year, or any lesser time, of or above twenty pounds per annum sterling 

money, in salary, fees, and perquisites, within the said colonies and plantations (except commissions and 

appointments of officers of the army, navy, ordnance, or militia, of judges, and of justices of the peace), 

a stamp duty of ten shillings.  

17. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which any grant, of any 

liberty, privilege, or franchise, under the seal or sign manual of any governor, proprietor, or public 

officer, alone, or in conjunction with any other person or persons, or with any council, or any council 

and assembly, or any exemplification of the same, shall be engrossed, written, or printed, within the said 

colonies and plantations, a stamp duty of six pounds.  

18. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any license for retailing of spirituous liquors, to be granted to any person who shall 

take out the same, within the said colonies and plantations, a stamp duty of twenty shillings.  

19. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any license for retailing of wine, to be granted to any person who shall not take out a 

license for retailing of spirituous liquors, within the said colonies and plantations, a stamp duty of four 

pounds.  

20. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any license for retailing of wine, to be granted to any person who shall take out a 



license for retailing of spirituous liquors, within the said colonies and plantations, a stamp duty of three 

pounds.  

21. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any probate of will, letters of administration, or of guardianship for any estate above 

the value of twenty pounds sterling money, within the British colonies and plantations upon the 

continent of America, the islands belonging thereto and the Bermuda and Bahama islands, a stamp duty 

of five shillings.  

22. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any such probate, letters of administration or of guardianship, within all other parts 

of the British dominions in America, a stamp duty of ten shillings.  

23. For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, 

written, or printed, any bond for securing the payment of any sum of money, not exceeding the sum of 

ten pounds sterling money within the British colonies and plantations upon the continent of America, the 

islands belonging thereto, and the Bermuda and Bahama islands, a stamp duty of six pence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUGAR ACT  

April 5, 1764 

An act for granting certain duties in the British colonies and plantations in America, for continuing, amending, 

and making perpetual, an act passed in the sixth year of the reign of his late majesty King George the Second, 

(initituled, An act for the better securing and encouraging the trade of his Majesty’s sugar colonies in America;) 

for applying the produce of such duties, and of the duties to arise by virtue of the said act, towards defraying the 

expences of defending, protecting, and securing the said colonies and plantations; for explaining an act made in 

the twenty fifth year of the reign of King Charles the Second, (intituled, An act for the encouragement of the 

Greenland and Eastland trades, and for the better securing the plantation trade;) and for altering and disallowing 

several drawbacks on exports from this kingdom, and more effectually preventing the clandestine conveyance 

of goods to and from the said colonies and plantation, and improving and securing the trade between the same 

and Great Britain. 

Whereas it is expedient that new provisions and regulations should be established for improving the revenue of 

this kingdom, and for extending and securing the navigation and commerce between Great Britain and your 

MajestyÂ’s dominions in America, which, by the peace, have been so happily enlarged: and whereas it is just 

and necessary, that a revenue be raised, in your MajestyÂ’s said dominions in America, for defraying the 

expences of defending, protecting, and securing the same; we, your MajestyÂ’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, 

the commons of Great Britain, in parliament assembled, being desirous to make some provision, in this present 

session of parliament, towards raising the said revenue in America, have resolved to give and grant unto your 

Majesty the several rates and duties herein after-mentioned; and do most humbly beseech your Majesty that it 

may be enacted; and be it enacted by the KingÂ’s most excellent majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 

the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 

same, That from and after the twenty ninth day of September, one thousand seven hundred and sixty four, there 

shall be raised, levied, collected, and paid, unto his Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and upon all white or 

clayed sugars of the produce or manufacture of any colony or plantation in America, not under the dominion of 

his Majesty, his heirs and successors; for and upon indigo, and coffee of foreign produce or manufacture; for 

and upon wines (except French wine;) for and upon all wrought silks, bengals, and stuffs, mixed with silk or 

herbs of the manufacture of Persia, China, or East India, and all callico painted, dyed, printed, or stained there; 

and for and upon all foreign linen cloth called Cambrick and French Lawns, which shall be imported or brought 

into any colony or plantation in America, which now is, or hereafter may be, under the dominion of his Majesty, 

his heirs and successors, the several rates and duties following; that is to say, 

For every hundred weight avoirdupois of such foreign white or clayed sugars, one pound two shillings, over and 

above all other duties imposed by any former act of parliament. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of such foreign indigo, six pence. 

For every hundred weight avoirdupois of such foreign coffee, which shall be imported from any place, except 

Great Britain, two pounds, nineteen shillings, and nine pence. 

For every ton of wine of the growth of the Madeiras, or of any other island or place from whence such wine 

may be lawfully imported, and which shall be so imported from such islands or place, the sum of seven pounds 

For every ton of Portugal, Spanish, or any other wine (except French wine) imported from Great Britain, the 

sum of ten shillings. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of wrought silks, bengals, and stuffs, mixed silk or herbs, of the 

manufacture of Persia, China, or East India, imported from Great Britain, two shillings. 



For every piece of callico painted, dyed, printed, or stained, in Persia, China, or East India, imported from Great 

Britain, two shillings and six pence. 

For every piece of foreign linen cloth, called Cambrick, imported from Great Britain, three shillings. 

For every piece of French lawn imported from Great Britain, three shillings. 

And after those rates for any greater or lesser quantity of such goods respectively. 

II. And it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the said twenty ninth day of 

September, one thousand seven hundred and sixty four, there shall also be raised, levied, collected, and paid, 

unto his Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and upon all coffee and pimento of the growth and produce of 

any British colony or plantation in America, which shall be there laden on board any British ship or vessel, to be 

carried out from thence to any other place whatsoever, except Great Britain, the several rates and duties 

following; that is to say, 

III. For every hundred weight avoirdupois of such British coffee, seven shillings. 

For every pound weight avoirdupois of such British pimento, one halfpenny. 

And after those rates for any greater or lesser quantity of such goods respectively. 

IV. And whereas an act was made in the sixth year of the reign of his late majesty King George the Second, 

intituled, An act for the better securing and encouraging the trade of his MajestyÂ’s sugar colonies in America, 

which was to continue in force for five years, to be computed from the twenty fourth day of June, one thousand 

seven hundred and thirty three, and to the end of the then next session of parliament, and which, by several 

subsequent acts made in the eleventh, the nineteenth, the twenty sixth, and twenty ninth, and the thirty first 

years of the reign of his said late Majesty, was, from time to time, continued; and, by an act made in the first 

year of the reign of his present Majesty, was further continued until the end of this present session of 

parliament; and although the said act hath been found in some degree useful, yet it is highly expedient that the 

same should be altered, enforced, and made more effectual; but, in consideration of the great distance of several 

of the said colonies and plantations from this kingdom, it will be proper further to continue the said act for a 

short space, before any alterations and amendments shall take effect, in order that all persons concerned may 

have due and proper notice thereof; be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said act made in 

the sixth year of the reign of his late majesty King George the Second, intituled, An act for the better securing 

and encouraging the trade of his MajestyÂ’s sugar colonies in America, shall be, and the same is hereby further 

continued, until the thirtieth day of September, one thousand seven hundred and sixty four. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Declaratory Act 

March 18, 1766 

AN ACT for the better securing the dependency of his Majesty's dominions in America upon the crown and 

parliament of Great Britain. 

WHEREAS several of the houses of representatives in his Majesty's colonies and plantations in America, have 

of late, against law, claimed to themselves, or to the general assemblies of the same, the sole and exclusive right 

of imposing duties and taxes upon his Majesty's subjects in the said colonies and plantations; and have, in 

pursuance of such claim, passed certain votes, resolutions, and orders, derogatory to the legislative authority of 

parliament, and inconsistent with the dependency of the said colonies and plantations upon the crown of Great 

Britain: ... be it declared ..., 

That the said colonies and plantations in America have been, are, and of right ought to be. subordinate unto, and 

dependent upon the imperial crown and parliament of Great Britain; and that the King's majesty, by and with 

the advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons of Great Britain, in parliament 

assembled, had, hash, and of right ought to have, full power and authority to make laws and statutes of 

sufficient force and validity to bind the colonies and people of America, subjects of the crown of Great Britain, 

in all cases whatsoever. 

II. And be it further declared ..., That all resolutions, votes, orders, and proceedings, in any of the said colonies 

or plantations, whereby the power and authority of the parliament of Great Britain, to make laws and statutes as 

aforesaid, is denied, or drawn into question, are, and are hereby declared to be, utterly null and void to all 

intents and purposes whatsoever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



QUEBEC ACT 

June 22, 1774 

AN ACT for making effectual Provision for the Government of the Province of Quebec, in North America. 

MAY it therefore please Your most Excellent Majesty 

That it may be enacted: [Boundaries defined, Boundaries of Proclamation of 1763 extended to include territory 

west to the Mississippi, north to the frontiers of the Hudson's Bay territory, and the islands in the mouth of the 

St. Lawrence.] 

... And whereas the Provisions made by the said Proclamation, in respect to the Civil Government of the said 

Province of Quebec, and the Powers and Authorities given to the Governor and other Civil Officers of the said 

Province, by the Grants and Commissions issued in consequence thereof, have been found, upon Experience, to 

be inapplicable to the State and Circumstances of the said Province, the Inhabitants whereof amounted at the 

Conquest, to above Sixty five thousand Persons, professing the Religion of the Church of Rome.... 

It is hereby declared, That His Majesty's Subjects professing the Religion of the Church of Rome, of, and in the 

said Province of Quebec, may have, hold, and enjoy, the free Exercise of the Religion of the Church of Rome, 

subject to the King's Supremacy, declared and established by an Act made in the First Year of the Reign of 

Queen Elizabeth, over all the Dominions and Countries which then did, or thereafter should, belong to the 

Imperial Crown of this Realm; and that the Clergy of the said Church may hold, receive, and enjoy their 

accustomed Dues and Rights, with respect to such Persons only as shall profess the said Religion. 

Provided nevertheless, That it shall be lawful for His Majesty, His Heirs or Successors, to make such Provisions 

out of the rest of the said accustomed Dues and Rights, for the Encouragement of the Protestant Religion, and 

for the Maintenance and Support of a Protestant Clergy within the said Province, as he or they shall, from Time 

to Time, think necessary or expedient... . 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That all His Majesty's Canadian Subjects within the 

Province of Quebec, the Religious Orders and Communities only excepted, may also hold and enjoy their 

Property and Possessions, together with all Customs and Usages, relative thereto, and all other their Civil 

Rights, in as large, ample and beneficial Manner, as if the said Proclamation, Commissions, Ordinances, and 

other Acts and Instruments, had not been made, and as may consist with their Allegiance to His Majesty, and 

Subjection to the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain; and that in all Matters of Controversy relative to 

Property and Civil Rights, Resort shall be had to the Laws of Canada, as the Rule for the Decision of the same; 

and all Causes that shall hereafter be instituted in any of the Courts of Justice, to be appointed within and for the 

said Province by His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, shall, with respect to such Property and Rights, be 

determined agreeably to the said Laws and Customs of Canada, ... 

And whereas the Certainty and Lenity of the Criminal Law of England, and the Benefits and Advantages 

resulting from the Use of it, have been sensibly felt by the Inhabitants from an Experience of more than Nine 

Years, during which it has been uniformly administered; be it therefore further enacted by the Authority 

aforesaid, That the same shall continue to be administered, and shall be observed as Law, in the Province of 

Quebec, as well in the Description and Quality of the Offense, as in the Method of Prosecution and Trial, and 

the Punishment and Forfeitures thereby inflicted, to the Exclusion of every other Rule of Criminal Law, or 

Mode of Proceeding thereon, which did or might prevail in the said Province before the Year of our Lord One 

thousand seven hundred and sixtyfour; any Thing in this Act to the Contrary thereof in any Respect 

notwithstanding; 



And whereas it may be necessary to ordain many Regulations, for the future Welfare and good Government of 

the Province of Quebec, the Occasions of which cannot now be foreseen, nor without much Delay and 

Inconvenience be provided for, without entrusting that Authority for a certain Time, and upon proper 

Restrictions to Persons resident there: 

And whereas it is at present inexpedient to call an Assembly; be it therefore enacted by the Authority aforesaid, 

That it shall and may be lawful for His Majesty, ... and with the Advice of the Privy Council, to constitute and 

appoint a Council for the Affairs of the Province of Quebec, to consist of such Persons resident there, not 

exceeding Twenty three, nor less than Seventeen, as His Majesty, ... shall be pleased to appoint; ... which 

Council, so appointed and nominated, or the major Part thereof, shall have Power and Authority to make 

Ordinances for the Peace, Welfare, and good Government of the said Province with the Consent of His 

Majesty's Governor, or, in his Absence, of the Lieutenant Governor, or Commander in Chief for the Time being 

... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MASSACHUSETTS GOVERNMENT ACT 

May 20, 1774 

AN ACT for the better regulating the government of the province of the Massachuset's Bay, in New England. 

WHEREAS the method of electing such counsellors or assistants, to be vested with the several powers, 

authorities, and privileges, therein mentioned, ... in which the appointment of the respective governors had been 

vested in the general courts or assemblies of the said colonies, hash, by repeated experience, been found to be 

extremely ill adapted to the plan of government established in the province of the Massachuset's Bay ... , and 

hath ... for or some time past, been such as had the most manifest tendency to obstruct, and, in great measure, 

defeat, the execution of the laws; to weaken the attachment of his Majesty's well disposed sub jects in the said 

province to his Majesty's government, and to encourage the ill disposed among them to proceed even to acts of 

direct resistance to, and defiance of, his Majesty's authority: And it hath accordingly happened, that an open 

resistance to the execution of the laws hath actually taken place in the town of Boston, and the neighbourhood 

thereof, within the said Province: And whereas it is, under these circumstances, become absolutely necessary, 

... that the said method of annually electing the counsellors or assistants of the said Province should no longer 

be suffered to continue, but that the appointment of the said counsellors or assistants should henceforth be put 

upon the like footing as is established in such other of his Majesty's colonies or plantations in America, the 

governors whereof are appointed by his Majesty's commission, under the great seal of Great Britain: Be it 

therefore enacted ..., that from and after August 1, 1774, so much of the charter ... [of 1691] ... which relates to 

the time and manner of electing the assistants or counsellors for the said province, be revoked, ... and that the 

offices of all counsellors and assistants, elected and appointed in pursuance thereof, shall from thenceforth 

cease and determine: And that, from and after the said August 1, 17 74, the council, or court of assistants of the 

said province for the time being, shall be composed of such of the inhabitants or proprietors of lands within the 

same as shall be thereunto nominated and appointed by his Majesty . . , provided, that the number of the said 

assistants or counsellors shall not, at any one time, exceed thirty six, nor be less than twelve. 

II 

And it is hereby further enacted, That the said assistants or counsellors, so to be appointed as aforesaid, shall 

hold their offices respectively, for and during the pleasure of his Majesty.... 

III 

And be it further enacted ..., That from and after July 1, 1774, it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty's 

governor for the time being of the said province, or, in his absence, for the lieutenant governor, to nominate and 

appoint, under the seal of the province, from time to time, and also to remove, without the consent of the 

council, all judges of the inferior courts of common pleas, commissioners of Oyer and Terminer, the attorney 

general, provosts, marshals, justices of the peace, and other officers to the council or courts of justice belong.... 

VI 

And be it further enacted ..., That, upon every vacancy of the offices of chief justice and judges of the superior 

court of the said province, from and after July 1, 1774, the governor for the time being, or, in his absence, the 

lieutenant governor, without the consent of the council, shall have full power and authority to nominate and 

appoint the persons to suceed to the said offices, who shall hold their commissions during the pleasure of his 

Majesty ...; 

VII 



And whereas, by several acts of the general court, ... the freeholders and inhabitants of the several townships, 

districts, and precincts, qualified, as is therein expressed, are authorized to assemble together, annually, or 

occasionally, upon notice given, in such manner as the said acts direct, for the choice of selectmen, constables, 

and other officers, and for or the making and agreeing upon such necessary rules, orders, and byelaws, for the 

directing, managing, and ordering, the prudential affairs of such townships, districts, and precincts, and for 

other purposes: and whereas a great abuse has been made of the power of calling such meetings, and the 

inhabitants have, contrary to the design of their institution, been misled to treat upon matters of the most general 

concern, and to pass many dangerous and unwarrantable resolves: for remedy whereof, be it enacted, that from 

and after August 1, 1774, no meeting shall be called by the select men, or at the request of any number of 

freeholders of any township, district, or precinct, without the leave of the governor, or, in his absence, of the 

lieutenant governor, in writing, expressing the special business of the said meeting, except the annual meeting 

in the months of March or May, for the choice of select men, constables, and other officers, or except for the 

choice of persons to fill up the offices aforesaid, on the death or removal of any of the persons first elected to 

such offices, and also, except any meeting for the election of a representative or representatives in the general 

court; and that no other matter shall be treated of at such meetings... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE ACT 

May 20, 1774 

AN ACT for or the impartial administration of justice in the cases of persons questioned for any acts done by 

them in the execution of the law, or for the suppression of riots and tumults, in the province of the 

Massachuset's Bay, in New England. 

WHEREAS in his Majesty's province of Massachuset's Bay, in New England, an attempt hath lately been made 

to throw off the authority of the parliament of Great Britain over the said province, and an actual and avowed 

resistance, by open force, to the execution of certain acts of parliament, hath been suffered to take place, 

uncontrouled and unpunished, ...: and whereas, in the present disordered state of the said province, it is of the 

utmost importance ... to the reestablishment of lawful authority throughout the same, that neither the 

magistrates acting in support of the laws, nor any of his Majesty's subjects aiding and assisting them therein, or 

in the suppression of riots and tumults, ... should be discouraged from the proper discharge of their duty, by an 

apprehension, that in case of their being questioned for any acts done therein, they may be liable to be brought 

to trial for the same before persons who do not acknowledge the validity of the laws, in the execution thereof, or 

the of the magistrate in support of whom, such acts had been done: in order therefore to remove every such 

discouragement from the minds of his Majesty's subjects, and to induce them, upon all proper occasions, to 

exert themselves in support of the public peace of the province, and of the authority of the King and Parliament 

of Great Britain over the same; be it enacted ..., That if any inquisition or indictment shall be found, or if any 

appeal shall be sued or preferred against any person, for murther, or other capital offense, in the province of the 

Massachuset's Bay, and it shall appear, by information given upon oath to the governor ... of the said province, 

that the fact was committed by the person against whom such inquisition or indictment shall be found, or 

against whom such appeal shall be sued or preferred, as aforesaid, either in the execution of his duty as a 

magistrate, for the suppression of riots, or in the support of the laws of revenue, or in acting in his duty as an 

officer of revenue, or in acting under the direction and order of any magistrate, for the suppression of riots, or 

for the carrying into effect the laws of revenue, or in aiding and assisting in any of the cases aforesaid; and if it 

shall also appear, to the satisfaction of the said governor ... that an indifferent trial cannot be had within the said 

province, in that case, it shall and may be lawful for the governor ..., to direct, with the advice and consent of 

the council, that the inquisition, indictment, or appeal, shall be tried in some other of his Majesty's colonies, or 

in Great Britain; and for that purpose, to order the person against whom such inquisition or indictment shall be 

found, ... to be sent, under sufficient custody, to the place appointed for his trial, or to admit such person to bail, 

taking a recognizance ... from such person, with sufficient sureties, ... in such sums of money as the said 

governor ... shall deem reasonable, for the personal appearance of such person, if the trial shall be appointed to 

be had in any other colony, before the governor, ... of such colony; and if the trial shall be appointed to be had 

in Great Britain, then before his Majesty's court of King's Bench, at a time to be mentioned in such 

recognizances; and the governor, ... or court of King's Bench, where the trial is appointed to be had in Great 

Britain, upon the appearance of such person, according to such recognizance, or in custody, shall either commit 

such person, or admit him to bail until such trial.... 

II 

And, to prevent a failure of justice, from the want of evidence on the trial of any such inquisition, indictment or 

appeal, be it further enacted, That the governor ... is hereby authorised and required, to bind in recognizances to 

his Majesty all such witnesses as the prosecutor or person against whom such inquisition or indictment shall be 

found, or appeal sued or preferred, shall desire to attend the trial of the said inquisition, ... for their personal 

appearance, at the time and place of such trial, to give evidence: and the said governor ... shall thereupon 

appoint a reasonable sum to be allowed for the expenses of every such witness ... 

VI 



[Persons brought before justices etc. accused of any capital crime in the execution of their duty, to be admitted 

to bail.] 

VIII 

And be it further enacted ... That this act ... shall ... be, and continue in force, for and during the term of three 

years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CURRENCY ACT 

July 24, 1764 

WHEREAS great quantities of paper bills of credit have been created and issued in his Majesty's colonies or 

plantations in America, by virtue of acts, orders, resolutions, or votes of assembly, making and declaring such 

bills of credit to be legal tender in payment of money: and whereas such bills of credit have greatly depreciated 

in their value, by means whereof debts have been discharged with a much less value than was contracted for, to 

the great discouragement and prejudice of the trade and commerce of his Majesty's subjects, by occasioning 

confusion in dealings, and lessening credit in the said colonies or plantations: for remedy whereof, may it please 

your most excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted; and be it enacted by the King's most excellent majesty, by 

and with the advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present parliament 

assembled, and by the authority of the same, That from and after the first day of September, one thousand seven 

hundred and sixty four, no act, order, resolution, or vote of assembly, in any of his Majesty's colonies or 

plantations in America, shall be made, for creating or issuing any paper bills, or bills of credit of any kind or 

denomination whatsoever, declaring such paper bills, or bills of credit, to be legal tender in payment of any 

bargains, contracts, debts, dues, or demands whatsoever; and every clause or provision which shall hereafter be 

inserted in any act, order, resolution, or vote of assembly, contrary to this act, shall be null and void.  

II. And whereas the great quantities of paper bills, or bills of credit, which are now actually in circulation and 

currency in several colonies or plantations in America, emitted in pursuance of acts of assembly declaring such 

bills a legal tender, make it highly expedient that the conditions and terms, upon which such bills have been 

emitted, should not be varied or prolonged, so as to continue the legal tender thereof beyond the terms 

respectively fixed by such acts for calling in and discharging such bills; be it therefore enacted by the authority 

aforesaid, That every act, order, resolution, or vote of assembly, in any of the said colonies or plantations, which 

shall be made to prolong the legal tender of any paper bills, or bills of credit, which are now subsisting and 

current in any of the said colonies or plantations in America, beyond the times fixed for the calling in, sinking, 

and discharging of such paper bills, or bills of credit, shall be null and void.  

III. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any governor or commander in chief for the time 

being, in all or any of the said colonies or plantations, shall, from and after the said first day of September, one 

thousand seven hundred and sixty four, give his assent to any act or order of assembly contrary to the true intent 

and meaning of this act, every such governor or commander in chief shall, for every such offence, forfeit and 

pay the sum of one thousand pounds, and shall be immediately dismissed from his government, and for ever 

after rendered incapable of any public office or place of trust.  

IV. Provided always, That nothing in this act shall extend to alter or repeal an act passed in the twenty fourth 

year of the reign of his late majesty King George the Second, intituled, An act to regulate and restrain paper 

bills of credit in his Majesty's colonies or plantations of Rhode Island and Providence plantations, Connecticut, 

the Massachuset's Bay, and New Hampshire, in America, and to prevent the same being legal tenders in 

payments of money. V. Provided also, That nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 

make any of the bills now subsisting in any of the said colonies a legal tender. 

 

 

 

 

 



BY THE KlNG. A PROCLAMATION (of 1763) 

October 7, 1963 

Whereas We have taken into Our Royal Consideration the extensive and valuable acquisitions in America, 

secured to our Crown by the late definitive Treaty of Peace, concluded at Paris. the 10th day of February last; 

and being desirous that all Our loving Subjects, as well of our Kingdom as of our Colonies in America, may 

avail themselves with all convenient Speed, of the great Benefits and Advantages which must accrue therefrom 

to their Commerce, Manufactures, and Navigation, We have thought fit, with the Advice of our Privy Council, 

to issue this our Royal Proclamation, hereby to publish and declare to all our loving Subjects, that we have, with 

the Advice of our Said Privy Council, granted our Letters Patent, under our Great Seal of Great Britain, to erect, 

within the Countries and Islands ceded and confirmed to Us by the said Treaty, Four distinct and separate 

Governments, styled and called by the names of Quebec, East Florida, West Florida and Grenada, and limited 

and bounded as follows, viz. 

First — The Government of Quebec bounded on the Labrador Coast by the River St. John, and from thence by a 

Line drawn from the Head of that River through the Lake St. John, to the South end of the Lake Nipissim; from 

whence the said Line, crossing the River St. Lawrence, and the Lake Champlain, in 45. Degrees of North 

Latitude, passes along the High Lands which divide the Rivers that empty themselves into the said River St. 

Lawrence from those which fall into the Sea; and also along the North Coast of the Baye des Châleurs, and the 

Coast of the Gulph of St. Lawrence to Cape Rosières, and from thence crossing the Mouth of the River St. 

Lawrence by the West End of the Island of Anticosti, terminates at the aforesaid River of St. John. 

Secondly — The Government of East Florida. bounded to the Westward by the Gulph of Mexico and the 

Apalachicola River; to the Northward by a Line drawn from that part of the said River where the Chatahouchee 

and Flint Rivers meet, to the source of St. Mary's River, and by the course of the said River to the Atlantic 

Ocean; and to the Eastward and Southward by the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulph of Florida, including all 

Islands within Six Leagues of the Sea Coast. 

Thirdly — The Government of West Florida. bounded to the Southward by the Gulph of Mexico. including all 

Islands within Six Leagues of the Coast, from the River Apalachicola to Lake Pontchartrain; to the Westward 

by the said Lake, the Lake Maurepas, and the River Mississippi; to the Northward by a Line drawn due East 

from that part of the River Mississippi which lies in 31 Degrees North Latitude, to the River Apalachicola or 

Chatahouchee; and to the Eastward by the said River. 

Fourthly — The Government of Grenada, comprehending the Island of that name, together with the Grenadines, 

and the Islands of Dominico, St. Vincent's and Tobago. And to the end that the open and free Fishery of our 

Subjects may be extended to and carried on upon the Coast of Labrador, and the adjacent Islands. 

We have thought fit, with the advice of our said Privy Council to put all that Coast, from the River St. John's to 

Hudson's Streights, together with the Islands of Anticosti and Madelaine, and all other smaller Islands Iying 

upon the said Coast, under the care and Inspection of our Governor of Newfoundland. 

We have also, with the advice of our Privy Council. thought fit to annex the Islands of St. John's and Cape 

Breton, or Isle Royale, with the lesser Islands adjacent thereto, to our Government of Nova Scotia. 

We have also, with the advice of our Privy Council aforesaid, annexed to our Province of Georgia all the Lands 

Iying between the Rivers Alatamaha and St. Mary's. 

And whereas it will greatly contribute to the speedy settling of our said new Governments, that our loving 

Subjects should be informed of our Paternal care, for the security of the Liberties and Properties of those who 

are and shall become Inhabitants thereof, We have thought fit to publish and declare, by this Our Proclamation, 



that We have, in the Letters Patent under our Great Seal of Great Britain, by which the said Governments are 

constituted. given express Power and Direction to our Governors of our Said Colonies respectively, that so soon 

as the state and circumstances of the said Colonies will admit thereof, they shall, with the Advice and Consent 

of the Members of our Council, summon and call General Assemblies within the said Governments 

respectively, in such Manner and Form as is used and directed in those Colonies and Provinces in America 

which are under our immediate Government: And We have also given Power to the said Governors, with the 

consent of our Said Councils, and the Representatives of the People so to be summoned as aforesaid, to make, 

constitute, and ordain Laws. Statutes, and Ordinances for the Public Peace, Welfare, and good Government of 

our said Colonies, and of the People and Inhabitants thereof, as near as may be agreeable to the Laws of 

England, and under such Regulations and Restrictions as are used in other Colonies; and in the mean Time, and 

until such Assemblies can be called as aforesaid, all Persons Inhabiting in or resorting to our Said Colonies may 

confide in our Royal Protection for the Enjoyment of the Benefit of the Laws of our Realm of England; for 

which Purpose We have given Power under our Great Seal to the Governors of our said Colonies respectively to 

erect and constitute, with the Advice of our said Councils respectively, Courts of Judicature and public Justice 

within our Said Colonies for hearing and determining all Causes, as well Criminal as Civil, according to Law 

and Equity, and as near as may be agreeable to the Laws of England, with Liberty to all Persons who may think 

themselves aggrieved by the Sentences of such Courts, in all Civil Cases, to appeal, under the usual Limitations 

and Restrictions, to Us in our Privy Council. 

We have also thought fit, with the advice of our Privy Council as aforesaid, to give unto the Governors and 

Councils of our said Three new Colonies, upon the Continent, full Power and Authority to settle and agree with 

the Inhabitants of our said new Colonies or with any other Persons who shall resort thereto, for such Lands. 

Tenements and Hereditaments, as are now or hereafter shall be in our Power to dispose of; and them to grant to 

any such Person or Persons upon such Terms, and under such moderate Quit-Rents, Services and 

Acknowledgments, as have been appointed and settled in our other Colonies, and under such other Conditions 

as shall appear to us to be necessary and expedient for the Advantage of the Grantees, and the Improvement and 

settlement of our said Colonies. 

And Whereas, We are desirous, upon all occasions, to testify our Royal Sense and Approbation of the Conduct 

and bravery of the Officers and Soldiers of our Armies, and to reward the same, We do hereby command and 

impower our Governors of our said Three new Colonies, and all other our Governors of our several Provinces 

on the Continent of North America, to grant without Fee or Reward, to such reduced Officers as have served in 

North America during the late War, and to such Private Soldiers as have been or shall be disbanded in America, 

and are actually residing there, and shall personally apply for the same, the following Quantities of Lands, 

subject, at the Expiration of Ten Years, to the same Quit-Rents as other Lands are subject to in the Province 

within which they are granted, as also subject to the same Conditions of Cultivation and Improvement; viz. 

 To every Person having the Rank of a Field Officer — 5,000 Acres.  

 To every Captain — 3,000 Acres.  

 To every Subaltern or Staff Officer, — 2,000 Acres.  

 To every Non-Commission Officer, — 200 Acres.  

 To every Private Man — 50 Acres.  

We do likewise authorize and require the Governors and Commanders in Chief of all our said Colonies upon the 

Continent of North America to grant the like Quantities of Land, and upon the same conditions, to such reduced 

Officers of our Navy of like Rank as served on board our Ships of War in North America at the times of the 

Reduction of Louisbourg and Quebec in the late War, and who shall personally apply to our respective 

Governors for such Grants. 

 


