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On [our]vreturn home, we went from the city, following the Broad-
way. Upon both sides of this way were many habitations of negroes,
mulattoes and whites. These negroes were formerly the proper slaves of
the (West India) company, but, in consequence of the frequent changes
and conquests of the country, they have obtained their freedom and set-
tled themselves down where they have thought proper, and thus on this
road, where they have ground enough to live on with their families. We
left the village, called the Bouwerij, lying on the right hand, and went
through the woods to New Harlem, a tolerably large village situated on
the south side of the island [now reckoned as the east side], directly oppo-

Tiver come together,

divide between them about equally the greater portion. They have neither
church nor minister, and live rather far from each other, and inconve-
niently to meet together. The English are less disposed to religion and
inquire little after it, but in case there were a minister, would contribute
to his support. The French and Dutch are very desirous and eager for one,

for they spoke of it wherever we went.
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