
Day 129: Ideals of Mainstream America in the 1950s 
Directions: your textbook argues that mainstream America was dominated by the following 
themes in the 1950s and into the early 1960’s.  As you watch and listen to media from this 
period record evidence to support or refute these generalizations. 

Suburbanization 

Support Refute Support Refute Support Refute 

Increased 
Standard of 

Living 

Support Refute Support Refute Support Refute 

Cultural 
Conformity 

Support Refute Support Refute Support Refute 

Idealization of 
home and family 

Support Refute Support Refute Support Refute 

Subordination of 
Women / A 

women’s place is 
in the home 

Support Refute Support Refute Support Refute 

Religious 
resurgence with a 

moderation of 
the religious 

message 

Support Refute Support Refute Support Refute 



Consumer 
Culture 

Support Refute Support Refute Support Refute 

A spirit of 
prosperity 

Support Refute Support Refute Support Refute 

Desire for 
security 

Support Refute Support Refute Support Refute 

Personal 
Ambition 

Support Refute Support Refute Support Refute 

 
Summary, in a paragraph assess Boyer’s claims based on your evidence: 


